CASE IMPACT CHECKLIST:

Left-hand column: At case assignment, the CASA volunteer advocate and coordinator will
discuss and establish goals, needs, or desired outcomes applicable for the child(ren) in
the case. Desired advocacy will need to be updated throughout the duration of the case
since the needs and circumstances of the child and family are likely to change.

Right-hand column: The CASA volunteer indicates the specific services that were
provided.

Applicable CASA Advocacy Role Provided

Medical Advocacy

[1] Recommend or facilitate a needed medical evaluation or assessment,

OYes [No including vision or hearing screens, as well as evaluation of dental or O Yes [ONo
health issues or an evaluation by ECI for children aged 0 to 3.
[lves [INo [2] Review the child's Health Passport. [ Yes [1No

[3] Recommend assessments based on specific concerns (FASD,
OYes [INo COyes [JNo

developmental delay, etc.)

Llves LINo [4] Search for community resources to address a child's special needs. 0 Yes [INo
Llves [INo [5] Recommend to the court special medical treatments for a child. [ Yes [1No
[6] Act as liaison to facilitate communication between caseworkers,
LIYes [1No caregivers and medical providers (maintaining case confidentiality). Oves [0 No
[71 Follow-up in placement to ensure the child is taking prescribed L1 Yes [1No
Llyes [1No medications.

[8] Follow-up in placement to ensure the child is receiving occupational

OYes [ONo OYes [ No

therapies (not including medication).

[9] Contact the child's medical consenter to discuss any specific medical
[OYes []No OYes [ No

concerns or issues.

[10] Other:
OvYes [ONo OYes [ONo




Behavioral (Mental Health) Advocacy
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Sustaining Family Connections

OYes [JNo

[1] "Mine" the case record at DFPS by thoroughly reviewing all written

information in hard or electronic files for names of relatives (ALL) or

anyone who may have a special interest in the child. Pay particular

attention to Notice of Hearings.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [JNo

[2] Conduct or request a search from the DFPS Diligent Search Unit on viable

relatives (you do not have to limit the number) and/or use free search

engines and public records to locate their last known address (ex: white

pages, Facebook, searchsystem, rootsweb)

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [ONo

[3] Talk with the child/youth about the people you've identified and get their
input on who they know, feel close to, would like to have a relationship
with, who they feel safe with and what type of relationship they are

[ Yes

[ No

interested in with various relatives.

OYes [JNo

(4) Make initial contact with everyone you believe to have the potential of
either having a positive connection with or being permanent placement for
the child/youth. Track your contact and plan for future contact.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [JNo

[5) Provide informal mediation or arrange mediation of a conflict situation

among relatives and/or caregivers to maintain current placement.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [JNo

[6) Encourage relatives to contact and comply with Child Protective Services.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [ONo

[7) Notify DFPS of the relatives you've contacted and the degree of interest

they've expressed in being a connection for the child. Request DFPS

approve appropriate persons for contact with or visitation with the

child/youth.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [ONo

[8) If the kin or fictive kin is open to becoming a potential placement for the
child, provide them with information about DFPS, the application process,

a homestudy, and benefit options for kin placements.

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [ONo

[9) Make recommendations for sibling, parent, grandparent or other family

member, fictive kin visitation needs or on-going contact with the child(ren).

[ Yes

[ No

OYes [JNo

[10) Other:

[ Yes

[ No




Educational Advocacy

[lves LINo [1] Confirm the current caregiver has the educational portfolio or, if they do Lives [1No
not, advocate with CPS for them to receive it.
LYes [INo [2) Verify either the educational portfolio or the appropriate school records Clves [1No
and evaluations have been provided to current school personnel.
Ovyes [ No [3] If needed, recommend a better school placement, better academic testing, Clves CNo
or a more appropriate "fit" for the child.
CIves [No [4) Request an ARD meeting for the child, if indicated, to evaluate the need Oyes [No
for special education services or an Independent Education Plan (IEP).
[5] Encourage the foster placement to provide tangible rewards that
Oyes [ No : _ Oves [No
recognize and encourage the child(ren)'s schoolwork.
[6] Build a relationship with school personnel by maintaining regular, on-going [ives LINo
Oves [ No :
contact with teachers.
Oves [ No [7) If a child is moved within the same school district, advocate for them to [JYes [No
remain in the same school (TX Education Code 54.211)
[8] Challenge a teacher's or counselor's academic recommendations and/or
Llves [ No : _ _ [JYes [JNo
actions to advocate for a child's educational needs.
] Yes [J No [9] Recommend tutoring for a child, if needed, in order to improve their [JYes I:lNO
academic standing.
[JYes [INo [10) Consider accelerated instruction for youth in secondary school or a Oves ONo
Graduate Record Examination (GRE) to. complete high school.
Yes No [11) Attend the child's school events. OYes [No
] Yes [JNo [12) Advocate for and encourage parents or family members to advocate for a 0 Yes [JNo
child's educational needs.
[13] Advocate for an "aging out" youth to obtain copies of their records, and
OYes [ONo Cives o
help them apply for vocational school or college.
[14) Consider serving as the child's "surrogate parent" with regard to
[Jves [INo [dYes [INo
educational needs. Training and certification is required.
gYes No [15] Other: gYes gNo




Legal Advocacy
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Placement Stability Advocacy
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